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regarded in his day with the respect and confidence
which was enjoyed by Evelyn, whose reputation was
built up on more solid foundations. Walpole's
attitude towards public affairs, although he was a
member of Parliament for over twenty-five years,
was that of an observer and recorder and gossip., and
stands in contrast to Evelyn's zeal for public service,
which was accompanied by modest self-effacement*
Evelyn was intensely domestic, while Walpolc was
the complete bachelor. Walpolc, judging by his
letters, was probably very good company; Evelyn
socially may quite likely have been a bore* Horace
Walpolc lived in times which were favourable to the
development of his particular and peculiar talents,
whereas Evelyn was combating the tendency of his
age, or, at best, struggling to cultivate and encourage
that scientific and artistic appreciation which was
still a very tender growth,
Evelyn, had he been Walpolc's contemporary,
would certainly have been among his most constant
correspondents, Walpolc looking back showed his
appreciation of Evelyn in a very marked degree when
he wrote of him in his Catalogue of Engravers (i 763);
"If Mr* Evelyn had not been an artist himself, as
1 think I can prove, 1 should yet have found it
difficult to deny myself the pleasure of allotting him a
place among the Arts he loved., promoted, patronized,
and it would be but justice to inscribe his name with
due panegyric in these records as I have once or
twice taken the liberty to criticise him; but they arc
trifling blemishes compared with his amiable virtue
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